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Abstract

In the pre-monsoon season two cyclonic vortices appear occasionally over the Indian Ocean, one south and a
second Lo the north of the equator. The movement of these vortices is not guided by any well defined steering
flow. Under such a circurnstance the two vortices may interact hydrodynamically, influencing the path of cach. This
interaction was first studied by Fujiwhara in a laboratory. During 9-12 May 1979 binary tropical cyclones were noted
over the Indian Qcean. The observed movement is explained and the interaction between these tropical cyclones and
their environment is calculated by combining the Fujiwhara deflection and the steering flow. The result shows that

within 24 hours the predicted location of the pair is reasonable and applicable.

Key words: binary tropical cyclone, Fujiwhara effect, steering flow.



