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An Overall Analysis of Typhoons Formed over the Northwestern
Pacific Ocean in 2002

Chan Ming Yeh
Air force Weather Center

ABSTRACT

In 2002, a total of 26 typhoons developed over the northwestern Pacific Ocean (see
table 1), which was slightly higher than the annual average of 23.6 over the past 105 years.
According to the typhoon classification used by the military, 15 were moderate typhoons,
while the remaining were deemed minimal typhoons. For each tropical storm, their paths
mostly followed a parabolic shape, where most of them deflected northward near latitude 130
east. The typhoons that posed a threat to Taiwan, leading the island to issue warnings were
Typhoon Rammasun (200205W:062), Typhoon Nakri (200208 W:071), and Typhoon Sinlaku
(200216W:085) respectively. All three systems directly or indirectly affected various regions
of Taiwan, where Typhoon Nakri was of particular interest because it had made a new record
of hitting land at the highest latitude ever observed over the past 105 years. For this year there
are Typhoon Ele (200217W) and Typhoon Huko (200224W). Both formed over the eastern
Pacific Ocean, and moved in a northwesterly direction. In addition, Typhoon Fungwong
(200211W) should not be neglected either, where it was strongly influenced by the westerly
movement of another typhoon named Typhoon FUNGSHEN. The interaction between the two
produced the so-called Fujiwhara Effect, causing Typhoon Fungwong to spin in a

counterclockwise direction instead. This special phenomena has been one of the more

eye-catching events of this year.
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