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An overall analysis of typhoons formed over the northwestern Pacific

Ocean in 2004

Chun-Nan Chen, Hung-Chun Yin, De-En Lin
Air force Weather Center
Abstract

In 2004, a total of 29 typhoons developed over the northwestern Pacific Ocean (see table 1),
which was higher than the annual average of 23.58 over the past 107 years. According to the
typhoon classification used by the military, there were 10 minimal typhoons, 16 moderate typhoons,
and 3 severe typhoons in 2004. For each tropical storm, their paths mostly followed a parabolic
shape, where most of them deflected northward near latitude 130 east. There were 7 typhoons that
posed a threat to Taiwan leading the island to issue warnings, and the typhoon names were
CONSON, MINDULLE, KOMPASU, RANANIM, AERE, NOCK-TEN, AND NANMADOL
respectively. All of the 7 typhoons were directly or indirectly affected various regions of Taiwan, in
which the typhoon MINDULLE, NOCK-TEN, and NANMADOL center landed Taiwan area
directly, and the typhoon MINDULLE brought up the maximum precipitation, the strongegt gust
wind speed, and made up the severest damage in June. In 2004, not only the developed but also the

affected Taiwan typhoon number were higher than the past several years.

Key word: Northwestern Pacific Ocean, typhoon.
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