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Department of Atmospheric  Sciences, National Taiwan University

Abstract

A drought measurement (Dm) is defined by the ratio of monthby mean
rainfall anomaly and long term monthly mcean rainfoll amount. "Analysis is then

made on the drought conditions for March . and April in Taiwan. Drought Con=

dition is defined as Dm <—0.6, while wet condition is defined as Dm=> 0.6 o For

the purpose of long range forecasting., we first analyze the four-years composited

northerm hemispheric 700 mb Map for one or two months preceeding the drought ( or

wet ) March (or April ), The maps for the differences between the wet and drought

composi te geopotential heights then obtained, In the difference maps, positive areas

indicate geopotential heights in wet years are higher, while negative areas indicate

geopotontial heigbts in wet years are lower than those in drought years. Finally.

the value of the sum of geopotential heights in negative areas are subtracted away

from that in positive areas, The difference Value. (Ah) has good positive cor

relation with the value of Dm in 28 years data, it is proved to be useful

in lorg
in worthwhile of further studies.



